
When Julie McMahon of Stamford, New York was 8 years old, her grandfather Frank 
McMahon was diagnosed with lung cancer and moved away so he could have home care. So the 
younger McMahon created several issues of a newsletter to tell him about the activities going on 
within the family.  

 
When she grew up and went off to State University of New York at Geneseo, each 

semester she lived with students who were on her floor during her freshman year. 
 
Whatever the situation, the now-21-year-old Julie McMahon has remained close with her 

loved ones. 
 
“I’m a social person, so I think that being around people, I really thrive on that,” 

McMahon said. “ … I’m the best that I can be if I have that kind of support group I guess.” 
 
McMahon stated that this attitude was fostered in part by her life growing up. When she 

was younger she would go camping with her parents and older brother, and all four would sleep 
in the same tent. They also often ate family dinners together and watched television in the same 
room. 

 
Her hometown, meanwhile, is a small, close-knit community. Stamford, which is in the 

Catskill Mountains in upstate New York, has a population of just over 1000 people. Her 
graduating class in at Stamford Central School had only 23 students. 

 
“It’s nice because you get to know people really well, and everywhere you go, you walk 

down the street and people waive and smile at you,” McMahon said. “It’s kind of like living the 
charmed life in that way, but it’s like the whole town is raising you almost.” 
  

But McMahon did not let her surroundings limit her during her high school years. She 
played varsity sports, participated in school plays, helped organize fundraisers as part of Students 
Against Destructive Decisions, and was president of her school’s chapter of the National Honor 
Society. She also started a literary magazine at the school even though Stamford Central had not 
had one for decades. 
  

McMahon’s sense of initiative extended into her social life as well, said her friend 
Colleen Grodotzke. Grodotzke met McMahon during their freshman year at SUNY Geneseo. 
  

“She’s normally the one that gets our friends to talk to other groups of people,” 
Grodotzke said. “Many times our friends were very home-based and didn’t want to do much and 
she was the one that was introducing us to other groups and getting us out and just making us be 
more sociable with other people.” 
  

McMahon spent her time away from school working at a local restaurant called T.P.’s 
Café, where many in the area often went for lunch. During her junior year her school had 
planned a trip to Broadway. However she told her classmates that she could not go because she 
had to work and had no one to cover for her. The day of the trip, the girlfriend of a coworker 
agreed to take the shift even though she had not waitressed at the restaurant before. Still, 



McMahon feared she could not go because there were no more tickets available. But Bill Hauser, 
a local who had helped set up the trip, gave her his ticket so that she could go.  

 
This sense of community continually draws McMahon back to the food service industry. 

She has since had two other restaurant waitressing jobs, one at Club 41 and another at Omega 
Grill, both in Geneseo.  
  

“Working in food service has always been something that has offered me a chance to 
have a social life and at the same time make money and do something that I like to do,” 
McMahon said. 

 
But McMahon has larger goals as well. She is currently working toward a master’s 

degree in Magazine, Newspaper, and Online Journalism from S.I. Newhouse School of Public 
Communications. She hopes to eventually get an editing job in any one of a number of fields, 
including food, travel, or technology.  

 
McMahon also looks forward to expanding her close network of friends and relatives 

even further.  
“When you’re working in journalism you get to meet a lot of people to work with, which 

is great.”  
 


